ABSTRACT: This work reports the second record of the scorpion Tityus bahiensis Perty from Venezuela. The specimen was found alive in a wardrobe at a hotel resort in Margarita Island, northeastern Venezuela. Morphological characterization allowed its assignment to the Tityus bahiensis population inhabiting the southernmost area of the species' geographic range, e.g. the state of São Paulo in Brazil, northern Argentina and Paraguay. The fact that the only available Venezuelan antiscorpion (anti-Tityus discrepans) serum does not neutralize the effects of alpha-and betatoxin from Tityus serrulatus venom (which resembles in composition that of T. bahiensis) constitutes a warning to local clinicians confronted with envenomations by noxious species transported to Venezuela from Brazil by human agency.
INTRODUCTION
The introduction of noxious animals into geographical areas where they are not prevalent can have epidemiological implications depending on whether the species becomes established in the new area. The scientific literature contains numerous examples of arachnids (11, 29) , including scorpions (11, 27, 28) , reptiles (13, 20) and other venomous animals (5, 12) , that have been carried by anthropochorous dispersal for distances over hundreds of kilometers (21) . For instance, Tityus serrulatus Lutz and Mello, the most toxic Brazilian scorpion species, has been transported to areas as distant as Mato Grosso and the Federal District from its original locality in the savannas of the state of Minas Gerais, southeastern Brazil (16) (17) (18) 30) . More recently, T. serrulatus has been found in the city of Corrientes, in northern Argentina (6) . In Venezuela, populations of Centruroides gracilis Latreille, a scorpion endemic to the Antilles, can be found in the main ports since the nineteenth century (8, 9).
Rodríguez-Acosta and Reyes-Lugo (25) published the finding of a dead female specimen of the Brazilian scorpion Tityus bahiensis Perty at an apartment building in eastern Caracas, the capital city of Venezuela. We wish to report the second record of this species from the country. The specimen was found alive at a hotel resort in Margarita Island, Nueva Esparta State, northeastern Venezuela, about 350km east of Caracas.
Taxonomic assignment of the specimen was performed according to Lourenço (15 
Comments
The morphological characteristics of the specimen hereby described resemble those of the meridional T. bahiensis populations. Lourenço (15) State, only two scorpion species have been reported, i.e. Rhopalurus laticauda Thorell (9, 19) and Tityus neoespartanus González-Sponga (10). The finding of this T. bahiensis specimen can be related to the high affluence of tourists to the island from Brazil and Argentina, particularly during winter months.
The order Scorpiones contains species with various degrees of ecological plasticity.
Fortunately, T. bahiensis is not a parthenogenetic species like T. serrulatus Lutz and
Mello, the most toxic of all Brazilian scorpions (17, 22 ). An opportunistic species, T.
serrulatus has recently invaded new areas in southeastern Brazil, as a direct consequence of human activities, displacing less noxious species such as T.
fasciolatus (endemic to the Federal District) from their habitat (16) (17) (18) 30) .
Globalization of the world economy has certainly increased the opportunity for dispersal of many species as a result of touristic and commercial activities (23, 24, 31) . Additionally, infrastructure megaprojects destabilize natural ecosystems and increase the chance for invasion by opportunistic species, which are prolific, highly vagile and competitive, such as the parthenogenetic T. serrulatus (18) . Some exotic species can subsist for years or decades at low population densities until they turn into destructive species as a result of a sudden increase in growth rate (23) . 
